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should be some effective means of ascertaining the
needs and desires of their subjects and of keeping
close touch between the Government and the governed/
In response to the Irwin Memorandum, in February
1928, the Chamber of Princes passed a resolution
which urged upon the Princes:

* (a) A definite Code of Law guaranteeing
liberty of persons and safety of property, administered
by a judiciary independent of the Executive.

( b ) The settlement upon a reasonable basis of
the purely personal expenditure of a Ruler as dis-
tinguished from the public charges of administration.1
How many of the 562 Princes, that constitute
the Princely Order and on whose behalf the Maharaja
Saheb spoke, may one ask, have carried out the
recommendations made in the Irwin Memorandum
which were very properly called * the minimum of
good government applicable to all States1, or even the
resolution passed by their own Chamber ? ' The utter
disregard' shown by the majority of the Princes in
carrying out the terms of the Chamber's resolution
has provoked some candid comments from a member
of their own order who characterized it as a ' political
blunder ' calculated ' to weaken their position at least
from a moral point of view. '* According to figures
embodied in the Butler Committee's Report, only in
56 States has even an attempt been made to have a
fixed Privy purse for the Prince. The Butler Committee
found that many of the States had no properly arranged
archives, and one is afraid that not many of the budget
and other financial statements issued by the various
States would stand the test of an independent system
of auditing and account. The actual cost to the States
people of maintaining the institution of royalty would
probably be found to be much higher than is shown
by the amounts allotted under the head, Privy purse.
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